'UNDERSTANDING
THE NATURE OF THE GIFTS

Ken Hemphtli defines a spiritual gift as “an mdlwdual manifestation of grace from the Father that enables
you to serve Him and thus play a vital role in His plan for the redemption of the world.”" Peter Wagner
defines a spiritual gift as “a special attrlbute_ given by the Holy Spirit to every memier of the Body of Christ
according to God's grace for use within the context of the Body.” Gene Wilkes defines the gifts in these
terms: A apiritual gift is an expression of the Holy Spmt in the life of behevers which empowers them to
serve the body of Christ, the church. :

Lists of gifts can be found in Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corirthians 12:8-10, 28-30; Ephesians 4:11;
and 1 Pster 4:9-11. These lists are representatwe of the g|ﬁs and roles God has given to the church.
A definition of these gifis foliows 3 :

LEADERSHIP - Leadership aids the body by leading and directi'ng members to-accomplish the goals
and purposes of the church. Leadership motivates people to work: together in unity foward common goals
(Rom. 12:8),

ADMINISTRATION - Perso_ns with the gift of administration lead the bady by steering cthers to remain on
Task. Administration enables the body 1o organize according to God-given purpeses and long-tenm goals
(1 Cor. 12:28). '

TEACHING - Teaching is instruotihg members in the truths and déctrines of God’s Word for the purposes -
of building up, unifying, and maturing the body (1 Cor. 12:28; Rom. 12:7; Eph. 4:11).

KNOWLEDGE - The gift of knowlsdge manifests itseff in teaching and training in discipieship. It is the
God-given ability to learn, know, and explain the precious truths of God s Word. A word of knowledge is a
Spirit-revealed truth (1 Cor. 12: 28) : )

WISDOM - Wisdom is the gift that discerns the work of the Holy Spirit in the body and applies His teachings
and actions to the needs of the body (1 Cor. 12:28).

PROPHECY - The giﬁ of prophe:oy i5 proclaiming the Word of God bcﬁ:idly.'This builds up the body and leads
- to conwiction of sin. Prophecy manifests itself in preaching and teaching (1.Cor. 12:10; Rom, 12:6).

DISCERNMENT - Discernmeh? aids the body by'reoognizing the true intentions of those within or refated 1o

the body. D|scernment tests the message and acticns of others for the protectson and well-being of the body
{1 Cor. 12:10Q).

EXHORTATION - Possessors of this gift encourage hjembeks' 1o be involved in and enthusiastic about the
work of the Lord. Memiboers with this gift aré good counsslors and motivate cthers to service.

EXHORTATION EXHIBITS iiself in preaching, teaching, and ministry (Rom. 12:8).



SHEPHERDING - The gift of ehephe?ding is manifested in people who look out for the spiritual welfare
- of athers. Although pasiors, like shepherds, do care for mernbers of the church, this gift is not fimited '
to a pastor or staff member (Eph. 4:1 1)

FAITH - Faith trusts God to work beyond the human capabilities of the p'e_ople. Believers with this gift
encourage others to trustin God in the face of_apparentl'y insurmountable odds {1 _Cor. 12:9).

EVANGELISM - God gifts his church with evangelists to lead others to Christ effectively and enthusiastically.
* This gift builds up the body by adding new members to its fellowship (Eph. 4:11).

APOSTLESHIP - The church eends apostles from the body to plah’i ch'urc'hes of be missionaries. Apostles
- maotivate the body to Iook beyond its walls in order to c:arry out the Great Commigsion (1 Gor. 12 28,
Eph. 4:11)

SERVICE/HELPS - Thase with the gift of SeNioe/helps re_eogniz_e practical needs in the body and joyfully
give assistance to' meeting those needs. Christians with this gift do not mind working behind the scenes
(i Cor. 12:28; Rom. 12:7). : '

MERCY - Cheerful acts of compassion characterize those with the gift of mercy. Persons with this gift aid
the body by empathizing with hurtihg members. They keep the body healthy and unified by keeping others
aware of the needs within the church (Rom. 12:8). ‘

GIVING - Members with the gift of giving give free'ly and joyfully to the work and mission of the body.
Cheerfuiness and lierality are characteristics of individuals with this gift (Rom. 12:8).

HOSPITALITY - Those with this gift make visitors, guests, and strangers feel at ease. They often use their
home to entertain guests. Parsons with thi_s_ gift integrate new members into the body (1 Pat, 4:9),

" God has gifted you Wéth-an expre'ssion of His Ioly Spirit to support Hig vision and mission of the church.
It is a worldwide vision to reach all people with the gospel of Chtist. As a servant leader, God desires that

you kaow how He has gifted you. This will lead you to where He would have you sarve as part of His vision
and mission for the chureh

This article was adapted from Jesus on Leadershnp Deve[oping Servant Leaders by Gene Wilkes
{Lifeway Chri JStIEiI? Resources 1998)

1. Ken Memphill, Serving God: Discovering and Using Your Spiritual Gifts Workbook
(Dalias: The Sampson Gompany, 1995), 22,

2. Your Spiritual Gifts Can Help Your Church Grow. by C. Peter Wagner Oopyr!ght © 1979,
Regal Books, Ventura, CA 93003, Used by permission, 42.

3. These definitions exclude the * sign gifts” because of some confusion ihat accompanies these gifts
and because they are difficult to fit into ministries within & typical church’'s ministry base. '



SPIRITUAL GIFTS SURVEY

| DlRECTiONS

_ This is not a test, so there are no wrong answers The Splrltual Gn‘ts Survey consrsts of 80 staternents; Some
items reﬂeot concrete actions, other rtems are desorrptrve traits; and sull othorS are statements of belief.

® Seiec,t the one response you feel best oharaoterlzes yourself and place that number in the blank
provided. Record your answer in the blank besmie each item, ~ © ‘ R
. * Do not spend {00 much tlme on aoy one item. Remember it is not a test Usually YOUIF 1mmed|ate
response is best. : o :
» Please give an answer for eaoh utem Do not skrp any utems ‘
+ Do not ask ofhers how they are answermg or how they think you shou d answer
a Work.at your own paoe : :

Your response choices are: :
5--Highly characteristic of me/deﬂmte{y true for me
4-—Most of the time this would déscribe me/be true forme
3—Frequently characteristic of me/true for me-about 50 percent of the time
2—0ccaslonally characteristic of me/true for me—about 25 percent of tha time -
1 —Not at al! characteristic of me/def nltely untrue foime

. | have the abahty to orgamze xdeas resouroes tlme and people effeotsveﬁy

-k

|

.lam W%ng to study and prepare for the task of teaohlng

. | am able to relate the truths of God to speolflo situations. '

.| have a God-given ability to help others gro__w in .t_he"%r faith.

. | possess a special abifity to communicate the truth of salvation.

. | have the ability to ma_ke critical decisions when necessary.

. | am sensitive to the' hurts of people :

!_
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N expeﬂonoe joyin meetmg needs through sharlng possessxons

. l enijoy study:ng

o

10. | have defivered God's message of warning and judgment.
11. | am able to sense the true motivation of persohs_'a;']d m'ov_emonts,
12. I have a special ability to trust God'ihoifﬁco_it oituations;_ :

13. | have a strong desire to oon‘tribute to the es‘tab!ishmeni of héw churches. -

14. { {ake action to mest physma% and praotxoal needs rather than rnerely ?:alkmg about
* or planning how to relp. : S . ‘

15. | enjoy entertaining guests in my home

16..1¢can adapt my guudanoe to fit tho maturity of those work Ing with me,:




_17.'t can delegate and eesign mean;ngful work_._ o

18. T have an ability and. des;re to teech

19,1 am usuaﬂy able to anaiyze a eﬁuatron oorrec‘tly

20, I have a naturai tendency o) eneourage others.

___21. 1 am wiling to take the rnrtlatlve in helping other Chrrstrens grow in their faith.

221 have an acute awareness of other peoples emotrons such as loneliness, pain, fear and anger
23.1am a cheerful giver. :

24. | spend time’ dlggrng |nto facts

25 Ieelthat | ha\re a message from God to delrver to others. e

26. 1 can recognrze when.a person is genuane/honest

__27.lama person of vseron (a clear mental poriralt ofa preferable future given by God). | am..
ableto communrcate vrsron in such away tha’t others commit to makrng the vision a real;iy

28. lam wrlirng to yield to God S wrll rather than. queetron and waver. -

29. I would irke to be more act;ve in ge‘{tlng the gospe% (s} people in other oountrree

30. it makes me happy to do thlnge for people in need:

31 lam sucoessful in getting a group to do |te.work oyfui!y.

32. lam able to.make strangers feel at ease,

' 33, | have the abrllty to teaeh toa verrety of different Iearmng styies

34. | can identify those WhO need encouragement

35. | have trained Christians to be more ebedlent discipies. of Chréet. '

36. | am wiling to do whatever it takes to see_oth'ers come to Christ,

- 37. 1 am drawn to people who 'are-hurti_ng.

38.1ama generous giver

39. 1 am able to di soover new truths in Scr piure

40. | have spiritual inst ghts from Serlpture concernlng issues and people that Compel
me 10 speak out, '

41, | can sense when a person is ectmg in eccordence wrth God s will,
A2 tcantrustin God even when thrnge lock dark ' '

43, 1 can determine where God Wants a group to go and help it get there

44, 1 have a strong deerre to-take the gospel o plaoes where rt-hae hever been heard.' :

_45, | enjoy reaching out to hew peepie in my churoh and oommun fty.

46. | am sensitive to the neede of peopte

_47.'I have been abie to make effective and eﬁlczent plans for acoompl shrng the goe%s of a group.

A8, Often am consuited when fellow Chnetrens are s‘frugghng to make dn‘flcuit decisions.

49. | think about how I can comfort and encourage othere in my cengregatlon



50. | am sble o give spiritual drrect:on to others

51. 1 am able to present the gospel to lost persons in suoh a Wsy that they aooept the Lord
and Hls salvation, SR .

52,1 possess an unusual oapaorty to understand the feehngs of those in dlstress

53, havea strong gense of s‘tewardshxp based on the reoognmon thet God owns all thlngs _

- 54. | have delfvered to other persons messages that have come di reotly from God

55. | can sense when a person |s actlng under God S leadershrp
' 56.1try fo beli in God's wr!l oontmually and be avallable for H|s use B

57. 1 feel that | should take the gospel to people who have dn‘ferent beilefs from me.

_58. ] have an acute awareness of the physacal needs of others.
59.1 am skilieo‘ in settlng forth posrtl\re and prec;se steps of sotion

680, 11 |ke to'mest \rsr[ors at churoh and rnake thern fee| welcome

61. | explain Scripture in such a way that others understand it,

62, | can usually see splntual solutions to problems,

63. | welcome opportunities to help people who need oomfon oonsolatlon, encolragement,
and counseling. :

64, | feel at ease in shanng Chiist W’ih nonbehevers
65, f can :nﬂuenoe others to perform to therr hrghest God glven potentia|

66.1 reoognrze the s gns of stress and dlstress in orhers

L ‘ 67.1 desrre to glve generously and. unpretennously to worthwhrie prorects and rnlnastnes

88. | can organzze facts into meanmgful reiatronshrps

__69. God gives me messages 1o deliver to His people

70. 1 am able to sense whether people are belng honest whan they teil of their reilgrous expenenoes

71. | enioy presenting the qospel to persons of other oultures and baokgrounds -

72, benioy dorng littie things that help peopie

73. 1 can gwe a cleay, unoompl oated presentatron of the gospei

74, 1 have been eble to appiy b|b||cel truth to the speon‘" C needs of ny ohuroh

" 75.God has used me 1o enooursge others e} live Chnsthke hves

76. | have senised the neec% o help other people become more effectnre in thelr mlnls‘tnes; i

77. llike to talk abou’t Jasus 1o those WhO cto not know Hrrn
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_78. 1 have the ability to make strangers feel comfonable in my home

79. 1 have a wide range of study resouroes‘ and know how to secure mformstion

80. | feel assured thata sﬁuatron wrll ohange for ths glory of God even Whes the srtuatlon_
seem rmp053|b S . :

RS LR L Ry e



SCORING YOUR SURVEY

Follow these directions to- figure your score for eac:h spiritual glft
1. Place in each box your numerical response (1 -b) to the item number which i zs indicated beiow the box.
2. For each glﬁ add the numbers in the boxes. and pu‘[ the total m the TOTAL box

Leadershi Ty L el
e tem& - lem16 0 Mem27 . . Hemdl .. . lemB5 . _TOTAL

Administration . -+ 4 e R e -
d n.'s“a © tem 1 - item 17. kem31 - lem47 . from 69 ; TOTAL

Teaching . =~ ——— + —— PR O
g - tem2 =~ - ltém 18 _‘ . l,ier_r_a..B__B"_ ) _ltem.6_1_ : item 73 TOTAL

Knowledge = o S SN O A S A0 A VU S L
. lterm 2 tem24 s - tem39 - ftem68 Itern 79 TOTAL

Wisdom S +. o - N
L ltem3 ltem 19 Jtem 48 ftern 62 ftern 74 - TOTAL

Prophecy . .  —— ST S S : o S LA e
Item10 - Itgm 28 s ftem40 - Hem&4. . ltemBQ TOTAL

Discernment T SR A RS PICRR T
ttem 11 ltermn 26 : tem 41 ltern 65 !_tem 70 TOTAL

Exhortation S S S . s P
ltem 20 ltem 34 ltern 48 ftem 63 ftem7b TOTAL

Shepherding R ST e .
tem4 - ftern21- " fem3% - MtemB0. .. . Mtem 7B - TOTAL

Faith SR PO O b 4
. ftem 12 I_tsm 28 - ._itern_ 42 itemn 56 ftem 80 . TOTAL

Evangelism —— - . o ¥ PR
ftem 5 _ - tem 36 . It_em 51 I_ter_n 64 < liem 77 TOTAL

Apostleship 0 e te Leeno gt e T g 0 Ty A i
TU L temis Hemzo . Remdd - Hemsr o Hem71 - TOTAL

Service/Helps = =~ ——— ¥ oot 4 o 4 o & P,
. e 14 . tem30 .- - ltem 46 ten B8 Ttem 72 - TOTAL

Mercy e 4 4 e + P
. . tem 7 - Cftemza. o fem37 ltem 52 ltern 66 . TOTAL

Givin o SR L S E o
g tem-8 .7 ltem 23 . em3s. e ltem B3 - Htem &7 TOTAL

Hospitality

ltern 15 - item32 ftem4s = " lem 60 ltem 78 " TOTAL




GRAPHING YOUR PROFILE

o 5 10 45w 25

" Leade_k_éhip
‘Administration

Teaching

Knowiedgé
- Wisdom —
" Prophecy

- Discernment —

Exhortation -

_ Sh‘ephérd_i_ng
Faith
Evangelism

Apostieship
" Service/Helps -

Mercy -

Giving

‘ Hospital_it'y

1. Fer each gift place a mark aoross the ime at the point that corresponds to your TOTAL for that gift.
2. For each gift shade the fne to the Ieft of the mark that you have dravvn
3. The resultant graph gives a plcture of your gn’“ts Gifts for WhICh the bars are Iong are the ones in
which you appear to be strongest Gsfts for which the bars are very shott are the ones in which
you appear not fo be strong. :

Now that you have completed the survey, thoughtfully answer the followmg questgons

The gn‘ts | have ioegun ] dsscover in my i|fe are: .
1.

2.

3.

¢ After prayer and worshlp, | am begmmng to sense that God wants me to use my spmtual gn‘ts
-to serve Christ’s body by ' :

e [ am not sure yet how God wants ma to use my gn‘ts to serve others, But | am Commltted to prayer
and worshlp, seeking wisdomi. and opportunltles to use the g;ﬁs I have received from God.

Ask God to help you kriow how He has g|fted you for ser\nce and how you can begm to use this
gift in ministry to others. : :
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